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Open Data Strategy 2017-2022

Core Objectives;

• Publication of high value government data in open format, making 

it publicly available and freely reusable e government data in 

open format, making it publicly available and freely reusable

• Engaging with a broad community of stakeholders to promote its 

social and economic benefits
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Ireland’s Open Data Progress
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Open Data Portal; data.gov.ie
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Open Data Directive

➢ Definition of Document: 
(a) any content whatever its medium 

(paper or electronic form or as a sound, 
visual or audiovisual recording); or 

(b) any part of such content; 

➢ Transposed by July 2021

❑Open formats

❑Machine readable
❑APIs
❑ Free



Open by Default and Design
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Charging
➢ In principle all documents should be made free of 

charge

➢ Marginal costs to allow for:
o Reproduction, 
o Provision,
o Dissemination,
o Anonymisation
o Measures to protect commercial information

➢ Reasonable return allowed where the public body is required 
to generate revenue

➢ Criteria for charging above marginal charges must be 
objective, transparent and verifiable

➢ Reuse of High Value Datasets – free of charge
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Extension of scope

1) Re-use of data held by public undertakings in utilities and 

transport sector will now comply with the principles of 

transparency, non-discrimination and non-exclusivity set out in 

the Directive

2) Re-use of publicly-funded research data will be governed by the 

rules of the Directive (if data already accessible via repositories). 

➢ Adopt open access policies to support availability of research 

data. 
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Facilitating Searches

Public Bodies will be required to provide a list of data 
available for re-use:

➢ Online and in machine-readable format
➢ Ensure that potential requesters are able to search the list 

and the metadata by electronic means 
➢ Enable the aggregation of metadata at European Union level 

– DCAT-AP 2
➢ Make practical arrangements facilitating the preservation of 

documents available for re-use
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Requests for Data
Public Bodies must process requests and deliver the data for re-use 
to the requester within:

➢ 20 working days from receipt of the request
or

➢ 40 working days from receipt of the request, if the request is extensive or 
complex

If a request is refused, the public body must communicate:
➢ the grounds for refusal
➢ information on the means of redress available – appeal to the Information 

Commissioner

Failure to comply with a decision by the Information Commissioner could 
result in a fine.



13 An Roinn Caiteachais Phoiblí agus Athchóirithe | Department of Public Expenditure and Reform

Technical Service Framework for Open Data and 
Data Management for the Irish Public Sector

1. Data Management: 

• Data Audits, 

• Data Cataloguing,

• Metadata preparation,

• Data Publication Plan

• Data Extraction, Preparation and 

Publication

• Data Maintenance

2. Hosting and Managing of 

Datasets 

• with update to the Open Data 

Portal

3. Consultancy Advice and 

Support Services



Thank you.

OpenData@per.gov.ie
https://data.gov.ie/
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