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Understanding the structure of rights
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PSI Rules

Copyright rules

Data Protection rules

Excluded Subject matter

PSI rules sit on the top of other 
legal regimes and ensure that, 
when the right conditions are 
met, public sector information 
is available to third parties for 
re-use with the minimum 
possible frictions
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Understanding the structure of rights
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PSI Rules

Copyright rules

Data Protection rules

Excluded Subject matter

• PSI regimes are 
complemented by sector 
specific regimes, such as 
INSPIRE or statistical 
data regulations. Such 
regimes assist the re-use 
of data in specific areas. 
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Understanding the structure of rights
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PSI Rules

Copyright rules

Data Protection rules

Excluded Subject matter

• PSI has to be made 
available for re-use (both 
for commercial and non-
commercial purposes)

• Licences have to be 
standard and 
interoperable

• MLA and all Public 
bodies are within the 
scope of PSI
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Understanding the structure of rights
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PSI Rules

Copyright rules

Data Protection rules

Excluded Subject matter

• The Public Sector 
Information has to be 
owned by a Public Sector 
Body; or

• If it is 3rd party 
Copyright, the PSB 
needs to have the 
necessary licences

• If it is in the Public 
Domain they can be 
re-used 
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Understanding the structure of rights
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PSI Rules

Copyright rules

Data Protection rules

Excluded Subject matter

• Just because a data set 
contains personal data it 
does not mean that it can 
not be re-used:

• You could obtain 
consent in order to 
process it

• You could 
anonymize it

• You could have a 
legal base for lawful 
processing

• Otherwise leave it 
out
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Understanding the structure of rights
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PSI Rules

Copyright rules

Data Protection rules

Excluded Subject matter

• It includes material that 
cannot be distributed 
(e.g. trade secrets, 
confidential information 
etc). 

• This will be the exception 
rather than the rule.

• It should normally be 
designated as such
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• Data are not to be re-used as such

• Data is used in order to produce new

models to help automatically generate

translations of new texts

• Individual data are used; not long texts

How will my data be used by ELRC? 
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What are the stages for releasing my 
data?
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Releasing data under the PSI Directive is simple and easy

Just follow these stages 
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What are the stages for releasing my 
data?
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Exclude 
confidential 
information
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What are the stages for releasing my 
data?
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Obtain prior informed 
consent, find a legal basis, 
anonymize or exclude 
personal data 



ELRC Workshop in Portugal 2018/06/27

What are the stages for releasing my 
data?
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Ensure there is no 3rd party 
copyrights, that the material is 
in the Public Domain or that 
the necessary licences have 
been obtained
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What are the stages for releasing my 
data?
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Follow the national PSI 
transposition rules (e.g. use the 
national Open Government 
Licences or the standard 
procedure for releasing PSI)
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What are the stages for releasing my 
data?
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Use a standard Open Government 
Licence, Open public licence or re-
use licence.
Follow the national or 
organisational PSI re-use policy
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Legal issues

Ask our Legal experts through the Helpdesk
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European Language Resource Coordination (ELRC) is a tender operating under the EU’s 
Connecting Europe Facility SMART 2014/1074 programme.

European Language Resource 
Coordination (ELRC)

COLABORAR |  SIMPLIFICAR |  INOVAR
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MAIO2016  |  AGÊNCIA PARA A MODERNIZAÇÃO ADMINISTRATIVA

AGÊNCIA PARA A MODERNIZAÇÃO ADMINISTRATIVA
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• Need for: 
– a clear and easy to follow regime for data re-use across the EU
– legal and technical interoperability 
– simple redress mechanisms

• Objective:
– To develop a single European market for innovative apps based on 

public data 
• Privileged Framework

– Public Sector Initiative (PSI)
– Directive 2003/98/EC / revised by Directive 2013/37/EU
– Portugal transposition through Law 46/2007 (August 2007), 

revised through DL n.º 214-G/2015, 
– Data protection … Privacy Law nº 67/98 

The issue
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